
 
 

 

 

 ENQUIRIES: Adv. S Skosana

 TELEPHONE: (012) 336 7677 

 REFERENCE: 27/2/2/1 

 
Executive Manager: OUTA 
Building 4, Boskruin Village Office Park 
Cnr President Fouche & Hawken Road 
Bromhof,  
2188 
 
By email address:  
 
Dear Mr. Julius Kleynhans 
 
DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION RESPONSE TO ORGANISATION 
UNDOING TAX ABUSE (OUTA): REQUEST FOR CLARITY ON SCHEDULE 1 
WATER USE AND BOREHOLE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Your letter dated 6 July 2026 requesting clarification from the Department of Water 

and Sanitation (Department) on the current water-use registration process 
informed by Government Notice Number 54575 published in the Gazette Number 
7408 and how it applies to Schedule 1 water use, particularly by domestic borehole 
users, has bearing on the subject. 
 

2. Under the South African National Water Act 36 of 1998 (NWA), Schedule 1 water 
use refers to specific, low-volume and low-impact water activities that any 
individual is legally permitted to carry out without needing a water use licence or 
formal registration. According to Schedule 1 of the NWA, a person may lawfully do 
the following: 

 
a) Domestic Household Use: Take water for reasonable domestic use in that 

person's household, directly from any water resource to which that person has 
lawful access [National Water Act 36 of 1998 Schedule 1 item 1(1)(a)] and/or 
take water for use on land owned or occupied by that person, for -reasonable 
domestic use; [National Water Act 36 of 1998 Schedule 1 item 1(1)(b)(i)]. 
 

b) Small Gardening: Use water on land they own or occupy for small-scale 
gardening, provided it is not for commercial purposes [National Water Act 36 of 
1998 Schedule 1 item 1(1)(b)(ii)]. 
 

c) Animal Watering: Water livestock or animals that graze on that specific land, up 
to the natural grazing capacity of the property. Feedlots are explicitly excluded 












